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artisan, but it had a detrimental effect upon the weaver.
Hard work roughened his hands and made him less fit for
weaving, particularly in the delicate work of tying broken
threads in the loom * ; and, living as he did a sedentary life,
he was not adapted physically for outdoor employment2—
a fact overlooked by those who lay stress upon the oppor-
tunities for rural employment enjoyed by textile artisans
prior to the ' Industrial Revolution'. A weaver might put
in an occasional day's work at harvest-time to oblige his
neighbours, and if unemployed might be constrained to turn
agricultural labourer or road-mender, but only as an alter-
native to starvation, not because farming or stone-breaking
was a regular source of income. On the whole, we are led to
the conclusion that for practical purposes the divorce of the
artisan from the soil had already proceeded a considerable
way in the West Country, long before the introduction of
machinery completed the process by extending it to the
spinning population, composed of women and children, whose
earnings had supplemented the wages of agricultural
labourers.
One feature of the domestic system excited favourable
comment, namely, the wide dispersion of industry. In early
times the towns were the centres of industrial life, though
in the course of centuries the textile industry overflowed
into the suburbs and country districts. The Early Tudors,
pursuing a policy of stability, sought to check the spread of
industry, but the attempt was abandoned by Elizabeth. The
Acts which prohibited the manufacture of cloth except in
corporate or market towns3 were repealed in favour of
Essex (1559) a*10* Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Somerset-
shire (1576), and entirely abrogated in 16244. At the opening
of the seventeenth century the Venetian secretary in London
wrote that cloth was made " all over the kingdom in the
1 Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 318-319.
*	Ibid. (1806), iii. 337.    Cf. Reports on the Hand-loom Weavers (1840),
xxiii. 460.
8 For these Acts, see supra, vol. i. 505-507. They did not apply to
Wales, the northern counties, Kent, Suffolk and Cornwall and the neigh-
bourhood of Stroud: Statutes, iv. part i. 326.
*	Statutes, iv. part i. 376, 626, 733 ; part ii. 1239.

